
Grant Information 
Session

January 21, 2026



• Share an overview of the Community Foundation of Greater Flint
• Share an overview of our grantmaking process 

including changes for 2026
• Provide organizations with information and tools to 

submit applications
• Answer questions

Grant Session Goals
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read slide … 



• Jennifer Farrington, Senior Program Officer
• Maddy Morrison, Community Impact Intern
• Brianna Rimmer, Finance and Accounting Analyst
• Damon Ross, Program Officer 
• Lydia Starrs, Senior Program Officer 
• Chakara Wheeler, Program Officer
• Lynn Williams, Director of Equity and Engagement

Community Impact Staff
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The Community Foundation of Greater Flint brings people 
together, connecting generosity to community-led solutions that 

help Genesee County thrive. 
For good. Forever. For everyone. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Community Foundation of Greater Flint is a tax-exempt public charity created by and for the people of Genesee County.

Our mission calls us to:

Serve the common good

Build a strong community

Engage people in philanthropy

Grow the community’s endowment

Now, and for generations to come.

	[click]




Community Foundation Overview 

• Growing the Community’s Resources
o Unique giving options to meet charitable interests, with a focus on growing 

endowments to serve the needs of today and future generations.

• Community Leadership
o Acting as a community catalyst for change by utilizing relationships and 

partnerships.

• Grantmaking
o Fund a broad range of projects, programs, and organizations – large and 

small—in alignment with our focus areas.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To understand how we do our work, we often refer to these as our “3-legged stool.”

Visualize a stool…our reason for being, building community, is the seat…and the 3 legs are the main ways we live out our purpose.
 
All 3 legs represent the essential roles we play to fulfill our mission, and the work of trustees is related to these three roles.




Foundation Facts

• 564 Funds
• 35,000+ Donors
• 240 Volunteers
• $17.9m in Grants for 2024
• $205m in Grants since 1988

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
564 currently active funds




2024 Grantmaking
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Designated
25%

Donor Advised
16%

Proactive
2%Scholarship

3%

Other
31%

Competitive Grants
23%

Grant Awards by Type 

Designated
Donor Advised
Proactive
Scholarship
Other
Competitive Grants

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Other is fully dollars to FCEE



2024 Competitive 
Grantmaking
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Funding Requested $4,891,984 

Funding Approved $3,810,196 

% of Request Approved 63%

Avg Grant Amount $18,144 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Include all general competitive, FWGF, Flint Kids Fund, and NSGP.



2026-2028 Strategic Plan 
Focus Areas

Our mission and vision come 
to life through the focus 
areas that guide this 
strategic plan. These 
priorities shape how we 
invest resources, build 
partnerships, and measure 
progress in the years ahead.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





• Civic Health: Strengthening trust, participation, and connection so 
communities shape their own futures

• Economic Mobility: Expanding access to opportunity and pathways to 
long-term financial stability

• Health Equity: Advancing fair access to physical, mental, and 
environmental health for all

• Quality Education: Supporting learning opportunities that help people 
thrive at every stage of life

• Vibrant Communities: Investing in places, culture, and systems that 
make Genesee County a place where everyone belongs

Focus Areas
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Together, these focus areas help ensure our work remains responsive, accountable, and grounded in what Flint and Genesee County needs most now and for the future. 



Unique Funding Areas
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Do you have a unique 
funding need? Talk 

with a program 
officer!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sponsorship details
	typically, up to $2,500
	Send one page with event information and/or event sponsorship levels to info@cfgf.org
	Submit community event sponsorships at least 2 months prior to the event



New Grant Portal
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Visit the CFGF website, www.cfgf.org

Click here

Click here



Register and Create a Login

Click here

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All organizations and users will need to create new registration and login credentials. 



Register and Create a Login

If another staff 
person at your 

organization has 
already created 
an organization 
profile, you will 
be notified the 
organization 
exists in the 

system and be 
prompted to 

contact 
grants@cfgf.org
for your login 
credentials

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In addition to organization information, you’ll be asked to provide user information (your contact details), information about the executive officer for the organization (Executive Director, CEO, etc.), 

mailto:grants@cfgf.org


Nonprofit Dashboard

Click here



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Preview—document will include conditional questions related to your response to the following 1. Fiscal Sponsor 2. Renewal request 3. Special grant programs (Flint Kids, Geographic Affiliate). 



New Features: Fiscal Sponsors



New Features: Fiscal Sponsors

Sponsored Organizations will be asked to provide the following:
• Organization/group Name
• Organization/group mailing address
• Primary contact person information
• Organization/group background and recent changes



New Features: Collaborators

Click here



Additional New Features

• Auto Save. The new portal will auto-save your work 
every 100 characters you type and when you click out 
of a question. 

• Documentation. Grant agreements and reports will be 
on the grant portal. You’ll receive prompts and 
reminders to complete documentation in the system.

• Copy and Paste. In some instances, you may be able to 
copy answers from other grant applications you’ve 
previously submitted in the grant portal. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On the cfgf website you’ll find tutorial videos and resources for applicants to help support your submission process and navigate the new system. 

You can also click save at any time.

Grant portal refers to agreements and reports as “Follow-up forms”


If the copy and paste feature is turned on for the application you are actively working on, you’ll see a “copy previous answers” button in the top right corner.






2026 Application Due Dates
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March 2 Application Due Date:
• General application for requests aligned with CFGF Focus Areas. 

• Special Grant Programs:
o Flint Kids Fund

o Geographic Affiliate Funds

o Youth Programs/Youth Advisory Committees

March 9 Application Due Date:
• Neighborhood Small Grants Program

April 16 Application Due Date:
• Flint Women and Girls Fund



• Step 1: Talk to a Program Officer. Not sure who to talk 
with? Call the main office at 810.767.8270 or email 
grants@cfgf.org

• Step 2: Register, create login credentials, and complete the 
online application 

• Step 3: Review of Application
• Step 4: Final Funding Decision 
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Grant Application and 
Review Process

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Step 1:  Connecting with the PO you’ve worked with, for example, if you are applying for special programs, education, youth, women and girls - Chakara Wheeler, Health - Lydia, GAF, Jen, NSG – Damon, Equity and racial healing – Lynn. 
- If you are reaching out to us via email, to help us, help you, please share a quick narrative about your program to ensure you’re connected with the proper PO.

Step 3 & 4: It may take up to 3 months for general review and applications, but when we’re leaning on the support of 240 volunteers the timing may differ. For example, YAC meet once a month and may review applications within two of their meetings, therefor the review process could take a bit longer than if it was only staff advised. 
- We do all the leg work and matchmaking for you all when it comes to funding sources. We connect with donors and our development team.

mailto:grants@cfgf.org


• Answer the questions directly and concisely.
• Be specific about how you will address the community need.
• Make sure your budget supports your narrative.
• Share Letters of Support from key partners, if applicable.

Advice for Building a Strong 
Application 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We highly recommend including LOS if you have key partners within the operations of your program. Please be sure to let us know everyone's role in the LOS/MOU and how they are supporting you.



• Grant Agreement
• Depending on the award amount or type of project, you may be 

required to sign a grant agreement before payment. 

• Grant Award Letter
• Includes similar information in the grant agreement but does not 

require a signature for payment.

• EFT Authorization Form
• We now offer Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) payment. If you’d like to 

receive grant payments via EFT, you’ll need to complete the form and 
return it to grants@cfgf.org. 

Grant Award Process

24

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This document outlines the purpose of funding, grant conditions, expectations for communication, program officer contact information, and due dates for reporting requirements


mailto:grants@cfgf.org


We believe in sharing this good news with the public!

To support your communications, we’ve created the Community 
Partner Promotional Guide, which includes press release examples, 
sample social posts, logo use guidelines, and more! 

Questions? Contact Alex Dawson, Vice President of Marketing and 
Communications, at adawson@cfgf.org

Communicating Your Grant 
Award
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We’re thankful you are sharing the great work your program is doing with community. The press release serves two purposes. It will help publicize your excellent work and it will help the community better understand the commitment of the Community Foundation to improving our region. The Community Partner Promotional Guide can be found on the resources for current grantees page on our website. 

Please be sure to review the guidelines before publicly sharing to ensure you have proper logos and all. We are more than happy to review before publishing. 


https://dc0k6jj1s9wds.cloudfront.net/documents/CFGF-Community-Partner-Promotional-Guide.pdf
https://dc0k6jj1s9wds.cloudfront.net/documents/CFGF-Community-Partner-Promotional-Guide.pdf


• Final Reports are due 30 days following the end of 
your grant period, if applicable.

• CFGF is transitioning our grant reporting to the new 
grant portal system and will share more about access 
to reporting in late Spring 2026. 

Grant Requirements -
Reporting
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Grant period: most are up to one year to expend grant funds. We work with your timeline for your project, allowing enough time to expend funds and wrap up your accounting. �Exceptions may occur, and reasonable accommodations can be made if more time is needed. To request an extension contact your Program Officer and include why the extension is necessary and the how much additional time is needed to complete the requirement

If the award was for general operations, we request you provide a summary of your work during the grant period

Example:  If grant period ends 10/31/2027, the final grant report will be due by 11/30/2027 (multi-year requests may require interim reports)
�




If a site visit is not requested, but you’d like to schedule a 
site visit with CFGF, please contact your Program Officer. 
We are always happy to see your work in action!

Grant Requirements – Site 
Visits
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For more information:

Website: www.cfgf.org

Email: grants@cfgf.org

Phone: 810.767.8270

500 S. Saginaw Street, Suite 200
Flint, MI  48502

Grant-Related Questions
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http://www.cfgf.org/
mailto:grants@cfgf.org
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