
2 0 1 6  I m p a c t  R e p o r t

Flint Kids in



1

On May 13, 2016, the Community Foundation 
of Greater Flint established the Foundation 
for Flint as a supporting organization to assist 
in Flint’s recovery from the water crisis. A 
501(c)3 public charity, the Foundation for Flint 
raises and distributes resources to serve the 
long-term health and development needs of 
Flint children and their families through the 
Flint Child Health and Development Fund, also 
known as the Flint Kids Fund.

Foundation for Flint 
Board of Directors

Bobby Mukkamala, Chair
Tim Knecht, Vice Chair
Manal Saab, Secretary 

Mark Piper 
George Wilkinson

Flint Kids in

We choose to FOCUS on the latter and to do everything we can to ensure that 
the kids at the center of the water crisis thrive today and every day  

in the future. 

Yes, the effects of lead-poisoning can be disastrous—especially to children. But we 
believe that Flint kids are strong, Flint kids are smart, and Flint kids are resilient. 
With your help, we established the Flint Kids Fund, dedicated to serving our most 
vulnerable residents. In one year, we’ve distributed nearly $2 million to programs 
designed specifically to mitigate the effects of lead and give our children the 
resources, programs, education, medical care, nutrition, and enrichment they need to 
grow into healthy, well-educated, confident young men and women. 

How we support our children now will have an impact on the future of our city, state, 
country, and world. With that in mind, we are putting Flint kids at the center of our 
efforts. They are our FOCUS. 

So look closely.

What do you see?

Zoom in. Look closely. What do you see? 

A community suffering from a crisis, or kids thriving in 
spite of a crisis? 



Hensley teaches toddlers at the new Cummings Great Expectations Early Childhood 
Center in Flint, a joint project of the University of Michigan-Flint, Flint Community 
Schools, and Genesee Intermediate School District. Funded in part by the C.S. Mott 
Foundation, the Pritzker Foundation, and the Flint Kids Fund, the center offers 
nearly 200 Flint children the opportunity to receive free-of-cost, highly specialized, 
research-based, early childhood care in a newly renovated, meticulously designed 
facility. 

The school’s innovative curriculum follows the Reggio Emilia approach, which 
emphasizes exploration and discovery and respects the child’s innate ability to learn. 
Every detail of the space and teacher training embodies the ideals of inspiring 
growth and learning. Mary Lynn Gottler, Site Director, believes the school will have an 
immeasurable impact. “We have been given the ability to build this school from the 
ground up and bring to bear the very best of what we know about early childhood 
development to the people who need it most. This is an opportunity that does not 
happen every day. And we are committed to getting it right. This is now our legacy to 
the children of Flint.”

A two-year-old boy gently brushes blue paint on his cheeks, dabs it on his nose, and squeezes it 

through his hands. He smiles from ear to ear as he explores the smooth, wet goop, and feels 

it slide on his skin. It is the first time he’s ever painted, and his teachers are letting him fully engage 

in the experience. “Part of our philosophy is that children are strong and filled with wonder and 

knowledge. We want to help them understand their world and develop their curiosity,” said his 

teacher Diana Hensley.

Grant Strategy:  
Access to high quality  

early education

Grantee:  
University of Michigan-Flint

Grant Award:  
$360,000

Flint Kids
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Cummings Great Expectations, An Early Childhood Center
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Market Manager Amber Hasan said the response by community members has been 
very positive. “Seniors are excited about being able to buy groceries at their senior 
centers. They can get the produce they need for a good price.” One woman Hasan 
met had a disability that required her to eat a vegan diet. She also used a wheelchair, 
which made transportation around town difficult for her. “She was so excited to see 
us; it was really wonderful,” said Hasan. “The Mobile Market makes it possible for her 
to get a variety of organic and non-GMO vegetables at reasonable prices without 
leaving home.”   

In a town commonly known as a food desert due to the lack of quality locations 
for purchasing groceries, the Flint Fresh Mobile Market meets a need for residents 
looking to feed their families with healthy options. In addition to fruits and vegetables, 
the market has a selection of dry goods including pastas, rice, and beans, as well as 
ready to eat items such as sandwiches and yogurt. The program also offers cooking 
demonstrations, physical activities, and health information and events, all organized to 
promote healthy lifestyle changes among Flint residents. 

P lump red tomatoes, crisp heads of lettuce, firm Michigan apples, and dozens of other fruits and 

vegetables fill baskets on the Flint Fresh Mobile Market. This farmers’ market on wheels travels 

around Flint bringing fresh, healthy food to people where they need it: community centers, places 

of worship, and neighborhood businesses. The traveling market was designed to help Flint residents 

gain access to healthy foods known to mitigate the effects of lead and improve overall nutrition. 

The Community Foundation of Greater Flint, Flint Food Works, The Local Grocer, Neighborhood 

Engagement Hub, and YMCA of Greater Flint have partnered to build and staff the mobile market, 

which is in operation every Monday through Thursday at various locations.

Flint Fresh Mobile Market

Grant Strategy:  
Access to healthy food

Grantee:  
YMCA of Greater Flint

Grant Award:  
$62,000

Flint Kids
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Developmental Behavioral Health Specialist at Hurley Children’s Center, Dr. Lauren 
O’Connell, learned about the benefits of the VIP program (until recently only available 
in New York City), and wanted to bring it to Flint to help address the challenges facing 
children affected by the lead in water crisis. Through a grant from the Flint Kids Fund, 
program implementation is now underway. It will enroll 100-200 kids in 2017, with a plan  
to expand to 900 children in the first three years.

Enrollees in the free program attend half-hour VIP sessions on the same days as their 
regular well-visits at Hurley Children’s Center. Curriculum presented during the 13 sessions 
that occur from birth to age three centers on the importance of play, reading, and routines.

“All parents want the best for their children, and Flint parents are no different. Play is 
a wonderful way to engage both parents and children,” said Dr. O’Connell. “VIP gives 
parents an understanding of the types of behavior to anticipate with lead exposure 
and appropriate ways to engage children to promote healthy development. It increases 
parental confidence and enhances the relationship between parent and child, not to 
mention the host of other positive outcomes that VIP produces.”

Amom holding hand puppets shows them to her 6-month-old son, while sitting on the doctor’s 

office floor. Another woman videotapes them, taking notes on their interactions. After five 

minutes, they watch the video together and discuss it. The woman—a trained interventionist—gives 

feedback to the mother, pointing out positives as well as areas to improve. This is a Video Interaction 

Project (VIP) session designed to give parents tools to be more proactive in their child’s development. 

The research-based program will provide strategic interventions for the future development of Flint 

children affected by lead exposure.  

Grant Strategy:  
Improve access to a  

medical home

Grantee:  
Hurley Foundation

Grant Award:  
$140,000

Flint Kids

76

Video Interaction Project at Hurley Children’s Clinic
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Thanks to a grant from the Flint Child Health and Development Fund and the Flint Kids 
Read Fund, a new program through the Flint Public Library enables children living in Flint 
to receive free books every month delivered to their home through regular mail. The 
Dolly Parton Imagination Library book-by-mail program selects age-appropriate books 
for children from birth to age five, and sends them out each month to children who enroll 
through the public library. 

Mom of three, Tiffany Prewitt, was excited to sign her children up to receive the free 
books. Since she has three children (Anton, 6 months; Antionna, one; Desire, three) she 
will receive three different books suited to her children’s ages. “I think it’s important to 
read to my kids every day of the week. They take turns sitting on my lap and turning the 
pages. They don’t want to stop reading.” Prewitt said she is looking forward to reading 
her kids stories that she enjoyed as a child, as well as new ones that have been published 
more recently. Now, she’ll have access not only to books at the library, but to all the 
books her family receives through the mail each month. By the time her youngest child 
turns five, The Dolly Parton Imagination Library program will have helped the Prewitts 
(and hundreds of other Flint families) build a home library of more than 120 books.

R eading plays a tremendous role in child development, and when children are read to 

consistently in the early years it improves vocabulary, contributes to kindergarten readiness, 

and encourages reading skills. We are committed to giving Flint children the best early 

childhood experience possible to help mitigate the negative effects of lead exposure. Making 

reading a priority for children and providing them with easier access to books helps equip them 

to excel in school.

Dolly Parton Imagination Library

Grant Strategy:  
Family literacy and  

parenting skills

Grantee:  
Flint Public Library

Grant Award:  
$516,700

Flint Kids



Understanding that the need is great and immediate, the Flint Child Health and Development Fund 

Advisory Committee was eager to make grants in 2016. As of December 31, 2016, the Committee 

approved $1,992,200 in grants. Applications are now being accepted for the 2017 grant cycle. A 

complete list of grants, their purpose, and amount, is listed below.

YMCA of Greater Flint
$62,000
Launch a mobile farmers’ market 
called Flint Fresh Mobile Market. The 
market will bring fresh, healthy foods to 
people throughout the community, in 
neighborhoods, places of worship,  
senior centers, and medical centers.

Grant Strategy  
Improve access to a medical home 
and a child health team for all 
children and pregnant mothers, to 
ensure in part that all children are 
provided with robust developmental 
assessment and support
Hurley Foundation
$74,000
Expansion of the Nurse Family 
Partnership program which provides 
early health and developmental 
interventions for mothers and children. 
Each mother is partnered with a 
registered nurse and receives ongoing 
nurse home visits that continue through 
the child’s second birthday.

United Way of Genesee County 
(fiscal sponsor)
$70,000
Strengthen the capacity of an emerging 
organization, Latinos United for Flint, for 

engagement and coordination efforts 
that will help to ensure that Spanish-
speaking residents of the city have 
equitable access to information and 
services related to the water crisis.

Grant Strategy  
Increase family social and emotional 
support as well as family literacy and 
parenting skills
Crim Fitness Foundation
$200,000
Expansion of Mindfulness programs 
to reach all Flint Community School 
children as a tool to help address 
the impacts of lead poisoning and 
environmental stress. The Crim will also 
educate the public about Mindfulness 
and its benefits starting with a 
community-wide symposium, featuring 
internationally known Mindfulness 
researchers and experts.

Genesee Health System
$50,000
Implementation of an accessible, 
culturally-sensitive, community-wide 
approach to building resiliency, coping, 
and socio-emotional skills, known as 
the Community Support and Resiliency 
Program (CSRP). CRSP will provide 
community-wide resiliency events 
and workforce training supports, in 
addition to individual, group, and family 
counseling, which will be provided 
through a mobile clinic.

Hurley Foundation
$140,000
Pilot the Video Interaction Project 
at Hurley Children’s Center. During 
pediatric well visits from birth until a 
child is 5-years-old, the video project 
will help parents gain the skills and 

confidence to engage in activities, such 
as reading aloud and adult play, that 
stimulate childrens’ brain development.

Michigan State University  
Extension Services
$27,500
Provide education and support to 
increase coping skills and resiliency 
strategies to help residents handle the 
negative psychological impact of the 
Flint Water Crisis.

YMCA of Greater Flint
$36,000
Support the Safe Places to Wild Places 
camping experience program. The 
program will provide access for 100 
Flint youth ages 7-17 to experience a 
week long, overnight camp at YMCA 
Camp Copneconic.

Total Grantmaking: $1,992,200

Grant Strategy  
Increase access to high-quality early 
education for children
Child Connect for Family Success
$26,000
Provide 26 early childhood professionals 
with the opportunity to complete an 
Early Childhood Development Associate 
credential.

Flint Public Library
$516,700
Implement Flint Kids Read with the 
Dolly Parton Imagination Library that 
will provide an age-appropriate book by 
mail each month to Flint children from 
birth to age five. 

University of Michigan-Flint
$360,000
Support a portion of the renovation 
costs of the Cummings Great 
Expectations Early Childhood Center, 
which will provide over 200, high-
quality early childhood openings to Flint 
children.

Grant Strategy  
Provide access to healthy food  
and nutrition education
Catholic Charities of Shiawassee  
and Genesee Counties
$20,000

Provide partial support for Mr. Gaines 
Gardening Program, a community 
garden program that provides summer 
jobs and mentoring to nearly 50 at-risk 
youth residing on the north end of Flint, 
while teaching agriculture and nutrition 
education regarding healthy foods.

Edible Flint
$11,000
Support Edible Flint’s efforts to increase 
residents’ ability to connect, grow, and 
access healthy food through programs 
including Garden Starters, Annual Food 
Garden Tour, soil testing, and outreach 
and information related to lead safety 
for gardeners.

Genesee County Community Action 
Resource Department
$167,000
Expansion of the Meet Up, Eat Up 
summer meal program to more Flint 
sites and to establish year round sites 
for weekend meals.

Hurley Foundation
$22,000
Support cooking demonstrations and 
nutrition education for Flint families 
to lessen the effects of lead exposure. 
Hurley staff, in collaboration with other 
partners, will provide 100 cooking 

demonstrations at the Flint Farmers’ 
Market, Flint schools, and community 
locations.

Michigan Breastfeeding Network
$100,000
Support 310 Connect: A Flint 
Collective Impact Breastfeeding project 
which aims to improve health and 
neurodevelopment outcomes in the 
Flint area by addressing barriers to 
breastfeeding initiation and continuation.

Michigan State University  
Extension Services
$110,000
Increase breastfeeding rates among 
low-income women by providing peer 
counselors who give one-on-one 
breastfeeding support to pregnant and 
new mothers throughout their infant’s 
first year of life.

10
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To achieve this, the Flint Child Health and 
Development Fund will advocate for the following:

■   �Long-term state and federal expansion of early 
education, literacy, and universal Pre-K programs.

■   �Long-term state and federal expansion of nurse home 
visits and school health programs.

■   �State and federal support and collaboration to develop, 
implement, and maintain a population-wide longitudinal 
health record and registry for Flint children.

■   �Community-wide initiatives to improve the social 
determinants of health, including education, 
employment, safety, and economic development.

■   �Elimination of child poverty.

■   �Programs that prevent child exposure to lead  
from all sources.  

■   �The coordination of services and information 
technology to improve child health and development 
outcomes.

In addition, the Flint Child Health and Development  
Fund will publicize and help to share information with  
the Flint community and the nation, through the 
following activities: 

■   �Publishing stories of Flint families that demonstrate 
their hope, resilience, and ability to thrive.

■   �Supporting the robust assessment/research of child 
and program outcomes.

■   �Developing best practices and community-based 
innovations to improve child health outcomes.

■   �Reporting on how to eliminate child exposure to all 
environmental sources of lead.  

For more information, contact Sue Peters,  
Director of Special Projects, at speters@cfgf.org  
or 810.767.3519.

The campaign will raise resources for what  
is essential for children to thrive:

■   �Increase access to high quality early education

■   �Provide access to and education regarding healthy food 
and nutrition, including the importance of breastfeeding

■   �Improve access to a medical home and a child health 
team for all children and pregnant mothers, to ensure 
in part that all children are provided with robust 
developmental assessments and support

■   �Increase family, social and emotional support, as well as 
two generation family literacy and parenting skills

The Flint Child Health and Development Fund Advisory Committee is committed to advocating for 

policies and initiatives to create a supportive political environment to help meet the community’s 

needs after the water crisis. We will publicize to the Flint community and the nation the best practices 

that have emerged, outcomes that have been achieved, and the stories of hope and resiliency that have 

risen out of recovery efforts.

A Campaign for the Children of Flint, being conducted by the Foundation for Flint, a supporting organization of the 
Community Foundation of Greater Flint, continues. Funds raised will support the Flint Child Health and Development Fund. This 
comprehensive, forward-thinking effort seeks to meet the immediate and long-term health, development and education needs of 
Flint children and their families by supporting programs necessary to ensure the children of Flint thrive.

FLINT KIDS is seeking $50 million in private support over the next 10 years. Through a successful regional and national 
campaign, these funds will provide the resources necessary to address challenges created by the Flint water crisis and 40 years 
of serious, community-wide economic decline.

While lead exposure is detrimental to anyone exposed, it is particularly harmful to children, especially those ages 0-6. Lead 
exposure can result in life-long health, developmental and behavioral problems. Prior to the water crisis, Flint children already 
faced significant health and education barriers associated with extreme poverty and racial disparities resulting from decades of 
economic decline. In fact, over 62% of all Flint children live in poverty.

By investing in our children, the Flint Kids Fund will allow all Flint children to grow and develop into healthy young adults, 
supported by community-based systems that optimize learning and school achievement, health and development, and social skills 
and confidence. 

The Flint Child Health and 

Development Fund Advisory 

Committee distributes 

grants from the Fund to 

nonprofit organizations that 

provide interventions and 

support positive outcomes 

for Flint children.

Flint Kids Advisory Committee
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Lawrence A. Reynolds  
Chair

Mona Hanna-Attisha  
M.D., MPH, FAAP

Kenyetta Dotson

Jamie Gaskin

Wanda Harden

Diana Kelly

Kirk D. Smith

George Wilkinson

Beyond Grantmaking: Advocacy and Education Campaign for Flint Kids

Fund Goals
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Flint’s public health crisis became a national media headline on January 5, 2016 when the State of Michigan declared a state of 
emergency in response to the lead in water crisis. The following week on January 11, 2016, community leaders, under the guidance of 
Congressman Dan Kildee (D-Flint), established the Flint Child Health and Development Fund. Founding donor, Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha, 
was instrumental in promoting the Fund through national media appearances.

Thank you for caring for Flint children! We are grateful to the following donors who have contributed $10,000 or more to the Flint Child 
Health and Development Fund.

14 Note:  A list of donors to the Flint Child Health and Development Fund is available online at flintkids.org.

Aetna Foundation, Inc.
Ally Financial
Altria Group
American Endowment Foundation - 

Benevity Community Impact Fund
American Honda Motor  

Corporation, Inc.
American Postal Workers Union
American Water Charitable 

Foundation
Sean Michael Anderson Foundation
Angell Foundation
Annenberg Foundation, 

Metabolic Studio
Apatow-Mann Family Foundation, Inc.
Art Van Furniture
Ascension Health Alliance
The Aspen Institute
AT&T Services, Inc.
BET Networks
Beyounce Tour - United Way
A. G. Bishop Charitable Trust
Linda Blair
Blake Family Charitable Fund - 

Vanguard Charitable
B’nai Torah Congregation of Boca 

Raton, Inc.
Carhartt Employee Matching Fund 

of the Community Foundation of 
SE Michigan

Carnegie Corporation of New York
Annie E. Casey Foundation
Charitybuzz
Chemical Bank and Trust
Clinton Family Foundation
CNSI

Coca-Cola Foundation
Comerica Bank
Community Foundation for 

Northeast Florida
Community Foundation of Greater 

Fort Wayne
Community Foundation of the 

Chatahoochee Valley
Community Hospital Anderson
Consumers Energy Foundation
Coverys Community HealthCare 

Foundation
Crossroads Community Church, Inc.
William Davidson Foundation
DeGroot Family Foundation
Delphi Foundation
Detroit and Hamtramck Muslim 

Community
Detroit Medical Center and its 

Employees
Diplomat
James Alexander Douglas
Vera and Joseph Dresner 

Foundation, Inc.
DTE Energy Employee Disaster 

Relief Fund of the Community 
Foundation of SE Michigan

Jimmy Fallon and Nancy Juvonen 
Fallon

Fifth Third Bank
FirstMerit Foundation
Flagstar Bank
FlintNOW Foundation
Elizabeth Frank
Frederick Fund - Vanguard 

Charitable

Fund for Michigan Jobs
David Geffen Foundation
General Motors - United Way
Generosity
Genesys Health System - Ascension 

Health
GM Corps Gift - United Way
Frederick Goff
Goldman Sachs Gives
Lisa and Douglas Goldman Fund
Good Heart Work Smart Foundation
Alec Gores
Thomas and Holly Gores
Granholm Mulhern Family Fund of 

the Community Foundation of SE 
Michigan

Marc Haas Foundation
Gordon J. Hammersley Foundation
HealthPlus of Michigan
Hellman Foundation
Henry Ford Health System
Clark L. Henry, Jr. and Mary Martin 

Henry Fund of the Greater Kansas 
City Community Foundation

Brian Hubbell
Isabel Foundation
ITC Holdings Corp.
Jewish Fund
Jipping Family Fund - Fidelity 

Charitable
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Bill and Trudy Joyner Foundation of 

the U.S. Charitable Gift Trust
JPMorgan Chase
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Robert Kotick
Richard H. and Ann Kraft
Kresge Foundation
Kroger Co. Foundation
Kuhn Foundation
Lear Corporation
Little River Band of Ottawa  

Indians
Louisville Water Foundation, Inc.
Tiffany Lovett
William G. McGowan Charitable 

Fund, Inc.
Paul McVey
Meijer, Inc.
Meridian Health Plan of  

Michigan, Inc.
Seth Meyers
Michigan Health Endowment Fund
Michigan Masonic Charitable 

Foundation
Michigan Realtors Relief Fund
Michigan State University - 

Wharton Center for Performing 
Arts

Associated Student of Michigan 
State University

Katharine B. Miner Charitable Trust
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Ruth Mott Foundation
MoveOn.org Civic Action
MSMS Foundation
Nation Institute
National Basketball Players 

Association Foundation
Network for Good
Normandie Foundation

Roseann O’Donnell Revocable 
Living Trust

Daniel Oginsky
Outback Concerts of Tennessee, Inc.
William Piper
Plante Moran, PLLC
ProQuest
Quicken Loans
Ray of Light Foundation
Remington Group
Resource Genesee
Phil Rosenthal
Amy Schumer
Michael Shields
The Skillman Foundation
Michael Smith and Mary Williams
Jussie Smollett
Soave Enterprises, LLC
Starbucks Foundation
John Stephens
Talmer Bank and Trust
ThyssenKrupp Materials NA Inc.
Tides Foundation
Toyota Motor North America, Inc.
Turner Broadcasting System, Inc.
UFCW Local 876 Foundation
United Way of Genesee  

County
Viacom
WDIV TV 4
Joseph Welch
Wells Fargo
Ridgway and Shannon White
William White
Winter Blast Foundation
Steve Yager

Gift Update January–December, 2016
$ 1 7 , 7 1 7 , 1 4 4  i n  G if  t s 1 8 , 1 6 6  D o n o r s

When the Flint Child Health and Development Fund was established on January 11, 2016, the 

Community Foundation experienced an outpouring of support like no other in our 28-year 

history. We’re sharing a few memories below.

Donors Respond with Concern and Empathy

The Telethon: WDIV-TV and FlintNOW 
WDIV-TV, the NBC affiliate in Detroit, organized the Flint 
Water Crisis: 4 Our Families Telethon on Tuesday, March 
15. On air from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m., localized versions of the 
Telethon aired across the state on NBC stations in Flint, 
Lansing, Grand Rapids and Northern Michigan. Phone 
banks were setup at WDIV-TV and Art Van Furniture 
in Flint. Detroit Pistons owner Tom Gores, through the 
FlintNOW Foundation, pledged to match each gift. More 
than $1 million was raised for the Flint Kids Fund.

The Southeast Michigan Bank Consortium 
Nine financial institutions in the region were motivated 
to provide up to $600,000 for long-term solutions 
for children affected by the lead crisis. Through the 
collective response, the Community Foundation received 
grants from Bank of America, Chemical Bank, Citizens 
Bank, Comerica Bank, Fifth Third Bank, FirstMerit Bank, 
Flagstar Bank, JP Morgan Chase, and Talmer Bank.

Foundation Support 
Under the leadership of Ridgway White, president of 
the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, 10 philanthropies 
announced they will work together to help Flint recover 
and rise from its water crisis. Initial supporters included 
the Carnegie Corporation of New York, FlintNOW 
Foundation, Ford Foundation, The Hagerman Foundation, 
The Kresge Foundation, Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation, Ruth Mott Foundation, Skillman Foundation, 
and W.K. Kellogg Foundation.

C.S. Mott Foundation Matching Gift 
To support the health needs of Flint families, a dollar-
for-dollar match of up to $5 million on donations was 
made to the Flint Kids Fund by the Charles Stewart 
Mott Foundation. From May through December, donors 
to the Fund were thrilled to know that their gifts were 
doubled! 



So now, what do you see? 
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How to Contact Us
Call 810.767.8270

Email info@cfgf.org

Visit www.cfgf.org

Facebook: facebook.com/cfgflint

Twitter: @cfgreaterflint

Visit us in downtown Flint

We hope you see what we see: Flint kids, thriving.

A lthough the past year has been one of confusion and crisis, we are hopeful for what 

the future holds. With your help, Flint kids are now the FOCUS of multiple programs 

designed to encourage their success. Thanks to you and to these incredible initiatives, we 

look forward to a future where all Flint children are strong, resilient, and healthy. With your 

help, we know this is possible.
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